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LONDON

Rediscovering the
lost rivers that
shape the capital

The many waterways that once flowed through the city are being

retraced and reimagined in architecture, reports Liz Rowlinson

s you meander past
the eye-catching bou-
tiques of fashionable
Marylebone Lane - a
serpentine little thor-
oughfare that wends
its way through the
grid-like grandeur of

neighbouring streets - you may be

blindly unaware that one of the capi-
tal's “lost” rivers is flowing beneath
your feet.

The Tyburn is one of the 20-odd
“hidden” rivers that have become bur-
ied under streets and houses, shaping
the landscape and the lives of London-
ers. They flowed through the city be-
fore they were covered over
(“culverted”) or incorporated into engi-
neer Joseph Bazalgette’s integrated
sewer system in 1859.

Yet some of them do still
shape today’s city, a theme
that is explored by the Se-
cret Rivers exhibition that
opens this month at the
Museum of London Dock-
lands. They are guiding
developers and architects
alike in the design of
buildings, their landscap-
ing and as part of their
“place-making”.

Take the Tyburn, one of
London's three largest
“lost” rivers, which is
named after a medieval manor of Mar-
ylebone. Here you will still find a few
Clues. Starting in Hampstead, it flows
via Regent’s Park under Marylebone
Lane and then across Oxford Street.

WET ROOMS

Chelsea Barracks, from £5.2m,
above, on the Westbourne;
Ram Quarter on the Wandle,
from £526,000, top

Place names in Mayfair - Brook, Pont
and Conduit Streets - hint at its subter-
ranean route, which is believed to
continue under Green Park and Buck- —
ingham Palace before, like many of%
the other lost rivers, it flows intog
the Thames.
Covered over since the Marylebone =
Lane was urbanised in the 1700s, the x
path of the Tyburn has inspired the ar- =
chitects of a new development at 9&
Marylebone Lane, The Mansion. The 2
block of 23 homes is being developed§
by Clivedale London, with prices from =
£4.95million. “We looked into the his-3
tory of the site and decided the curving 2
contours of the building should follow 2
that of the Tyburn,” explains Deborah £
Saunt of architects DSDHA. “The river 3
informs the design of the bay windows 2
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_| and balustrades, with the terracotta

and bronze finishing adding to the sen-
sual feel of the building.

“The ‘sacred” water source used to
be blessed in medieval annual celebra-
tions, and the feeling of walking along
an ancient route has been accentuated
by the recent repaving of the streets.”
While parts of Marylebone Lane have
been paved in greenish blue-hued
slate, Saunt says that following DSD-
HA’s work on a striking development
further along the Tyburn, South Mol-
ton Street was repaved with rippling
terracotta slabs as a nod to the hidden
river’s path.

The river is also informing the inte-
rior decoration of Clivedale’s commer-
cial projects: at 73 Brook Street, there’s
an undulating lighting installation in
the lobby of the building that emulates
a flowing river (by Haberdashery), and
at 75-77, there are bronze balustrades
with river motifs.

You can spot glimpses of the river
along its path: Grays Antiques Centre
shop on Davies Street in Mayfair claims
to have a section of the Tyburn running
through its basement. There are some-
what fanciful ambitions suggested by
the Tyburn Angling Society to restore
parts of the river flowing underneath
homes in nearby Berkeley Square and
Pont Street. Here, properfies are worth
several millions apiece.

“It proposes that the owners of prop-
erty knocked down (to open up the
river) might be compensated by a levy
that would be paid by the owners of the
properties that benefit from becoming
newly riverside,” explains art historian
Thomas Ardill, a curator at the Mu-

- | seum of London.

“The notion of daylighting - bring-
ing back rivers - is one of the themes
we explore in the exhibition. There’s
also a proposal to unbury the river Ef-
fra;” which flows from Norwood in
south London via Dulwich and Brixton
out into the Thames at Vauxhall.

Ardill points to the fact that daylight-
ing has actually been happening with
parts of the river Lea in the east and
with the Wandle in south-west Lon-
don. There, the Ram Quarter develop-
ment in Wandsworth features a section
of river formerly buried under Young’s
Brewery that has been rewilded to at-
tract new bird species to the area. It
will become a waterside hub of cafés
and walkways; prices start from
£526,000.

‘Bringing the memory of
the river back to the
surface was a real thrill.
The park is for everyone’

By law, developers have to carry out
archaeological surveys when prepar-
ing sites in London. “During the big ex-
cavations in Farringdon in the Eighties,
lots of objects were retrieved from the
river Fleet (that runs south from Hamp-
stead Heath to Fleet Street), where car-
casses from Smithfield market were
flung and a three-seater lavatory seat
was found,” says Ardill.

Among objects recently unearthed
are a Georgian wooden toy boat, fish-
ing weights and a toy anchor from an

CHIC CREEK
Lillie Square by
Capco is on
Counter's Creek,
above, from
£820,000;
Clivedale's The
Mansion, left,
starting from
£4.95m is inspired
by the Tyburn;
Berkeley Homes'
Woodberry Down,
on the New River,
below

ornamental lake that formed part of the
public pleasure gardens next to the
river Westbourne in west London,
where a nine-year-old Mozart per-
formed in 1765.

These were found at Chelsea Bar-
racks, the 12.8-acre development by
Qatari Diar, where apartments and
townhouses are set around seven gar-
den squares, with prices starting from
£5.2million.

Paying homage to the river West-
bourne - which flowed from Hamp-
stead via Hyde Park’s Serpentine lake
and into the Thames - a 440yd stream
has been incorporated into the design
at Chelsea Barracks by masterplanners
Kim Wilkie and Squire & Partners.
Running the entire length of the site
boundary on Chelsea Bridge Road, this
shallow channel of running water will
create a buffer between the road and
the development.

“Bringing the memory of the river
back to the surface was areal thrill,” ex-
plains Wilkie. “Re-routed a few times
during history, the Westhourne is now
a deep sewer that issues out just down-
stream of Chelsea Bridge, but we have
traced its passage to the Thames with a
new waterway and public park that can
be enjoyed by everyone.”

Now, 18th-century ornamental lakes
sit beneath the Royal Hospital Chelsea
and Ranelagh Gardens, and a second
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new water feature in Chelsea Barracks’
Whistler Square section is designed to
reflect the lost river. Architects and
landscapers are recognising that these
waterways are a shared resource that
should be enjoyed by everyone. Some
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of these examples where developers
Oneshop b o reihie mhiin stesmebe:
in Mayfalr low can be found along the route of the
. “lost” Counter’s Creek.
claims to This waterway flowed from Kensal
have a Green Cemetery in west London
~ through North Kensington, meeting
section of  the Thames at Chelsea Creek near Lots
oad Power Station.

the Tyburn ™ “as a natural watercourse that has
. o been canalised, sewerised, converted
running into train tracks and used as a borough
itg boundary [between Rensington &
through 1ts Chelsea and Hammersmith & Fulham]
basement itis the archetypal lost river” says Paul
Talling in his 2011 book London’s Lost
Rivers. The remains of the river, which
transported vital commodities h as
coal, can sometimes be seen beside the
westbound platform of West Brompton
underground station, but only after

heavy rainfall.

At Lillie Square, a development by
Capco in Earl’s Court, anew “Lost River
Park” will follow the contours of the
original Counter’s Creek and will be
one of the largest public parks created
in London for more than a century. The
five-acre area, by award-winning gar-
den designer Andy Sturgeon, will fea-
ture a series of linked squares with 450
new trees. Prices of homes at Lillie
Square start from £820,000.

Another big regeneration project
with a nod to Counter’s Creek is White
City Living, by St James, a neighbour-
hood of more than 1,800 homes close
to Westfield Shopping Centre in Shep-
herd’s Bush (with prices of homes start-
ing from £725,000).

The landscaping of the five-acre
public park, by Murdoch Wickham,
will feature a series of water features,
including lagoons inspired by the
Creek. This was apparently named af-
ter Counter’s Bridge near Olympia, on
land owned by the Countess of Oxford
in the 14th century.

In Finsbury Park, north London,
Berkeley Homes' Woodberry Down
development runs along the New

“I ? River, an artificial waterway estab-

lished in 1613 to supply drinking water
from the river Lea to London.
“"W At Clissold Park it flows under-

ground and emerges in Canonbury.
Homes at Woodberry Down start
from £535,000, and residents now cel-
ebrate the previously forgotten and
polluted “Hidden River” with a festival
every September. London’s lost rivers
are not quite as lost (or forgotten) as
they may seem.

Secret Rivers opens at the Museum
of London Docklands starts on May
24-until October 27; entry is free
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Views of Putney and Hurlingham Park from the new Nine Eastfields at Riverside Quarter in Wandsworth

Launching our New
Views of the Thames

Well-connected and exceptional contemporary one and two bedroom apartments overlooking
the Thames. Our final Thameside building, Nine Eastfields, with

Thames Clippers attached, is launching on Saturday 18th May for completion early next year.
Apartments from £755,000*

For an invitation to our launch weekend,
please register at:
RIVERSIDEQUARTER.COM
Aeverside L 020 8877 2000 savills

WANDSWORTH

Sales Gallery open Tuesday - Saturday *prices correct at time of publication



